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1 New 
Arboretum 
Certified

Tree Stewards helped catalogue dozens of 
tree species at Columbia Gardens Cemetery 
in Arlington and became a guiding partner in 
its successful effort to be certified a Level 1 
Arboretum.

Trainees planted 11 new trees in the 
cemetery in October.
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New 
Trees 

Planted

In Parks & Public Spaces  
by 247 Tree Stewards 
and volunteers 

Arlington 593 
Alexandria 147 

Falls Church City  40 

On Private Property 
by contractors 

Arlington 173 
(via Tree Canopy Fund administered by 

EcoAction Arlington; 2017-18 annual 
report) 

Alexandria 20 
(in North Ridge neighborhood) Intus Windows volunteered at the first of three 

plantings in Alexandria’s Ben Brenman Park.

973

Photo: Tree Steward Jan Hull



Children’s International School 
helped plant trees in Arlington. 

Three-hundred trees were added to Bon Air Park.

Pupils planted 32 trees at the entrance to Key Bridge.
Photo: Tree Steward Bill Anhut
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3,348Volunteer Hours 
Logged by 

61 Tree Stewards

What we did: 

• Provided tree care information 
to residents at public events 
including farmers markets and 
native plant sales 

•Advocated for Arlington’s 
Notable, Champion, and 
Specimen Tree programs, 
resulting in 28 new Notable 
Tree designations 

•Coordinated distribution of 
hundreds of trees to residents, 
assisted in choosing trees and 
provided care information 

•Helped homeowners select the 
right trees to request from the 
Arlington Tree Canopy Fund 

• Inspected and catalogued hundreds 
of Arlington street trees to hold 
contractors accountable. In fall 
2018, for example, 648 trees were 
planted by contractors and 
examined by Tree Stewards with 
their health status reported to 
Arlington Urban Forestry. 

• Cleaned and planted seeds of local 
biome trees, shrubs, and forbs at 
Arlington’s Native Plant Nursery, 
transplanting as needed 

• Served on Arlington’s Urban Forestry 
Commission, Alexandria’s 
Beautification Commission, Four Mile 
Run Conservatory Foundation and 
other groups 



We pruned trees: 

• Pruning Team Commander Hugh 
Robinson took Tree Stewards into 
10 parks and onto five public 
school grounds in Arlington to 
prune hundreds of young trees to 
improve their structure and 
enhance public safety. The Team 
also pruned trees along the 
George Washington Memorial 
Parkway and at the National Park 
Service’s elm nursery. 

• Thirty young trees planted in 
years past in Alexandria’s 
Tarleton Park were pruned by 
Tree Steward Bonnie Petry. 

• In June, we visited the Casey 
Trees Farm in Berryville, VA, to 
limb up saplings, and in  
September we helped transplant 
young trees into larger root bags, 
left, so they could grow larger. 
Later, we bought trees from the 
farm to plant at Columbia 
Gardens Cemetery.
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We rescued trees: 

• Volunteers logged 57 hours 
over six months removing 
invasive plants that 
threatened trees in just one 
of Arlington’s 183 public 
parks.  

• English ivy, porcelainberry, 
and other invaders were 
cleared from National Park 
Service land inside the Key 
Bridge ramp in preparation 
for a site-wide planting. 

• In Alexandria, volunteers 
worked from hillsides to 
wetlands to remove vines 
that can choke and kill trees. 

• The Chapel in the Woods at 
Congregation Beth El was 
cleared of many invasive 
plants and replanted under 
the guidance of Tree 
Stewards Stuart and Nancy 
Davis.

We were honored: 

Alexandria’s Beautification Commission gave its 2018 
Green Practices award to the North Ridge Civic Association, 
where dozens of homeowners added 160 new trees in 
2017-18 after a campaign led by Tree Stewards Jane 
Seward and Lynn Gas, third and second from right, above.

Photo:Courtesy of Alexandria Beautification Commission



Training Engaging Trainees  
Outdoors During 
Three Seasons

The Training Team dramatically 
upgraded the training schedule 
by breaking what had been a 
10- to 12-session course 
starting in February, into four 
modules, starting in October, to 
take advantage of seasonal 
opportunities to study, plant, 
and tend trees in fall, winter, 
and spring while increasing the 
number and variety of hands-on 
outdoor activities.  
New trainees could join at the 
start of any module and 
complete the course in any 
sequence. This solved the 
perpetual problem of making 
eager students wait a year to 
begin the course.

Trainees on a fall tree ID walk got to see an actual American 
chestnut leaf, held by their instructor, Tree Steward Emily 
Ferguson.
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Trainees took their first fall tree 
ID walk in Alexandria’s Ivy Hill 
Cemetery, above, returning 
later to remove invasive plants 
from the grounds. They were 
joined by students from 
Marymount University when 
planting bare-root saplings in 
Arlington’s Benjamin Banneker 
Park. 

Photos: Tree Steward Jo Allen



OutreachMature Tree 
Campaign 
Launched



Infill development and construction have taken 
a toll on mature trees in Northern Virginia as 
elsewhere. To help neighbors understand how  
important this green resource is to all of us 
and to all life, Tree Stewards of Arlington and 
Alexandria, supported by a grant from 
Arlington County, created an outreach 
campaign that was tested on local 
homeowners before being launched in 2018. 

We ask only three things: 
1. Remove ivy from trees. 
2. Use restraint in mulching mature trees. 
3. Consult an arborist before planning 
construction so mature trees can be protected 
and saved. 

The materials are available for free online at 
TreeStewards.org for groups that want  
to promote appreciation of mature trees 
everywhere.



Our Mission 
Tree Stewards of Arlington and Alexandria take the lead within our communities to 
enhance a sustainable urban forest through volunteer activities and public education 
programs. 

Our Goals 
• Increase public awareness of the intrinsic value and beauty of trees 
• Learn and understand the needs of the community’s public and private trees 
• Help care for each community’s urban forest and increase the canopy cover 
• Educate other residents about urban forestry and the care of trees 
• Involve additional community members as volunteers in caring for trees 
  
Our 2018 Board of Directors 
President Kurt Moser 
Vice President Membership Jan Hull 
Vice President Communications Jo Allen 
Treasurer Sally Burmeister 
Directors at Large Lynn Gas, Naomi Peña, Jane Seward 
President Emeritus Kate Donohue 

Follow us on TreeStewards.org                             Contact us at info@treestewards.org 

To preserve trees, this report is available only in electronic form. 


